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PLEASE JOIN OUR MAILING LIST! 

 

If you would like to be kept informed of developments throughout the year, please email us at: 
drummondcivic@gmail.com asking to be added to our mailing list. 
 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

The issues we are presented with continue to 
concentrate our collective attention. We are beset with 
the expansionist policies of green bag distribution and a 
disinclination bordering on tardiness on the part of some 
residents to avail themselves of this opportunity. Maidie 
Cahill in Number 21 has a good stock of green, gull 
proof bags and the accompanying clear plastic bags for 
recycling. She will happily issue any of these on 
request.  
 
It cannot be stressed sufficiently that a less than 
enthusiastic take up of these bags will be very counter-
productive and extremely liable to guarantee the 
imposition of the very undesirable BIN HUBS! 
Everyone should seize this opportunity without delay. 

It is, we hope, reliably reported that the tram works on 
Leith Walk are now sufficiently advanced whereby both 
lanes were re-opened in December for all traffic. The 
trams are due to flow freely by Spring 2023.  All of this 
should ease the perpetual diversions, some varying 
almost daily it seems, with which we have been beset 
for too long.   
 
Equally this must also alleviate the perpetual intrusion 
of buses running along Drummond Place and East 
London Street. This will be kept under close watch.  
 
We are still waiting for various street improvements in 
Drummond Place viz. kerb lowering and the installation 
of crossing points.  These improvements are looked for 
in the near future. 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND SOCIAL EVENT 
 

Thursday 9 February 2023 at 7 pm in the Garden Room of  
Broughton St Mary's Parish Church, Bellevue Crescent  

 
We are delighted to welcome Yann Grandgirard from Edinburgh World Heritage Trust as 
our speaker this year. He will speak to us on ‘Transitioning historic buildings towards Net 

Zero - what can be done and future perspectives'. 
 

Residents of Drummond Place and adjoining streets are cordially invited to this annual meeting at which 
issues affecting the neighbourhood will be discussed. Please see agenda below. We particularly welcome 

new residents, who we hope will join the Association. 
 

AGM - AGENDA 
 

1. Welcome 
2. Summary of the year 
3. Finances 
4. Election 
5. AOB 
6. Speaker: Yann Grandgirard (EWHT) 
7. Social Evening 

 
If you have an item to be raised under any other business, please email 
drummondcivic@gmail.com by 1 February. 
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Finally, we should mention our highly successful 
Summer Garden Party. This convivial event on a lovely 
evening in June was very well attended. Residents and 
their friends brought along delicious food to share.  Our 
Association funds were augmented. We were 
enormously grateful to Bob Lawson, our bagpiper. His 
indefatigable playing added to the festive occasion. 
 

David Ingram  
 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

As with the prior year, 2022 saw no significant expenses 
for the Drummond Civic Association beyond those 
associated with the annual garden party. Despite an 
inauspicious start on the weather front, this proved to be 
a roaring success and very well attended. Charitable 
donations actually set a new record, with the proceeds 
more than covering the cost of the two charitable 
donations made by the DCA to the Broughton 
Community Council and Broughton St. Mary’s Parish 
Church (for essential maintenance work on their 
steeple) earlier in the year. 
 

Along with the donations from the garden party the 
Drummond Civic Association also gratefully received 
£170 in voluntary subscriptions during the year; its 
funding status remains robust. As a result the decision 
was reached to make a further charitable donation to 
Broughton St. Mary’s Parish Church. In exchange for 
the donation Broughton St Mary’s have agreed to the 
use of their function room annually, without cost, in 
perpetuity, for the Association's AGM. Hire of the hall 
is currently the Association’s second largest expense 
behind the cost of running the annual garden party.   
 

As with previous years, subscriptions of £10 per 
household will be collected at the AGM (cheque or 
cash). Those unable to make the AGM but still keen to 
contribute are welcome to post cheques through the 
letter box of 30B Drummond Place. Please make these 
cheques payable to the Drummond Civic Association.  
 

George Dent 
 
 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING 
 

The main traffic issue this year – and the one on which 
we have heard the most from our members – has been 
that of out of service buses speeding back to the 
Annandale Street terminus throughout the night. Last 
year we fought to stop hundreds of buses being diverted 
through Drummond Place every day, and we are pleased 
that only the number 8 is now regularly diverted through 
Drummond Place. However, like residents of East 
London Street, which is also cobbled, many of our 
members have been seriously disturbed by the noise and 
vibrations from large numbers of buses driving back 
through Drummond Place during the night. East 
London Street residents have worked hard to raise 
awareness of this issue with the community council and 
with our councillors, and we have supported them in 
this. We have been told that the situation should 
improve as York Place and the top of Leith Walk re-
opens, however, we will continue to monitor and to 
apply pressure as necessary. 
 

The long-delayed traffic calming measures at the corner 
of Drummond Place and London Street have been 
delayed yet again and are now promised in 2023-2024. 
We are keeping an eagle eye… 
 
We have been in contact with the council to ask them to 
paint double yellow lines at the corner of Drummond 
Place and Dublin Street. This is the only corner of 
Drummond Place not to have double yellow lines and is 
an increasingly dangerous corner for pedestrians. The 
council are looking into rectifying this discrepancy.  
 

We continue to monitor the situation with weekend 
parking. We are aware that it is much harder to find 
parking spaces at the weekend due to the knock-on 
effect of weekend parking charges in adjacent zones. 
However, we know that many residents also like to have 
free parking for themselves and visitors at the weekend. 
 

The Committee would be interested to hear from 
residents as to any concerns about traffic and pedestrian 
safely and about any accidents or near misses. Contact 
can be made via: drummondcivic@gmail.com Please 
note though that you should report accidents and 
incidents to the police as a priority and this is not a 
substitute for that. However, it is useful for the 
Committee to also be aware as it is helpful in our 
campaign for better safety and traffic calming. 
 
 

COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

This year’s Report on Community Issues, Planning and 
Environment covers three subjects that will carry on 
into next year namely current major planning 
applications, tram works and short term lets.    
 

Planning Applications 
Within the local area there are two major applications 
currently with the Planning Department and another 
local application which has been withdrawn by the 
client. 
 

The withdrawn application concerns the tennis club on 
South East Scotland Lane.   The club proposed to erect 
floodlighting on its courts which would introduce light 
into an otherwise dark area and extend the evening use 
of the courts outside the summer season.  Due to the 
strength of local feeling about the consequences of this 
application the club withdrew the application.   
However there is likely to be a further application with 
a revised lighting scheme. 
 

Of the major applications one is the development of the 
former Jewson’s Yard off Eyre Place which comprises 
housing and student accommodation.  This has resulted 
in the surrounding residents actively expressing 
concerns about the scale and density of the proposed 
development.   Members of the Development 
Management Committee of the Council have visited the 
site.  It is hoped that local concerns are heard and a 
satisfactory development is the outcome. 
 

The other development at 108, 114-116 Dundas Street 
is the revised application for 50 apartments, street level 
retail/ offices with associated parking and amenity 
space.  The previous application had been refused by the 
Council, went to Appeal, and was refused consent by 
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the Scottish Government.   The new application has 
improved the alignment of the frontage to allow a clear 
view up Dundas Street from the corner windows of the 
adjoining flats.   There are however still issues 
regarding the south facing windows of the penthouse 
flat which will be overlooked by the terraces of the new 
development.   The outcome of the application will 
determine how one of the major entrances to the New 
Town will look for the coming decades.    Hopefully the 
planning process will produce a good outcome. 
 

Tram Works 
At the time of writing the Tram Team have stated that 
the carriageway between York Place and Annandale 
Street is now complete and there are no temporary 
traffic management arrangements in place and from 
19th December two way vehicular traffic will be 
possible along the length of Leith Walk.   Lothian Buses 
have always stated that once Leith Walk / York Place 
return to full use, bus traffic would resume normal 
access / egress routes from the bus depot in Annandale 
Street.   It is to be hoped that this indeed happens and 
will remove double decker buses from transiting 
Drummond Place and associated roads.  Local 
councillors and the area MP have been involved in 
following up issues raised particularly in East London 
Street and other affected streets. 
 

Short Term Lets (STLs) 
The Council has carried out a Planning Guidance 
Consultation regarding STLs and we await the 
Council’s conclusions.   Currently short stay 
commercial visitor accommodation is the only form of 
STL that requires planning permission for a change of 
use.   Other forms namely home sharing and home 
letting only require licensing permission.    It is 
interesting to note that since 1 October 2022 new STLs 
cannot operate until they have a licence. Existing STLs 
have until 1 April 2023 to apply for a license which 
would necessarily require a planning consent to have 
been granted for the change of use.   This date has been 
pushed back to 1 October 2023 while all hosts and 
operators must have a licence by 1 July 2024.  
 

Ken Lochrie 
 

RECYCLING TRIAL 
 
As you are probably aware the Council is planning to 
change the way general recycling is collected. Their 
proposal was to install on street bin hubs covering both 
waste and recycling bins. These would be large, 
unsightly and, as they would be sited on the house side 
of the road, would result in the loss of parking spaces 
and individuals having these directly outside their 
homes. 
 
Many complaints were raised and, as a result, the 
Council decided to trial the use of Green gullproof sacks 
for general recycling over a period of 6 months. 
Drummond Place was one of the locations chosen for 

the trial, which began at the end of October last year. 
This has involved the committee in quite a lot of work 
notifying people about the trial, encouraging them to 
participate, distributing the bags and auditing the 
number of sacks that are left out each fortnight. At the 
time of writing some 61 bags have been distributed, 
about half of the available properties. Some properties 
are vacant or used as rentals, others simply do not 
recycle but there is room for improvement. If you have 
a neighbour who is not yet participating please 
encourage them to request a bag from 
drummondcivic@gmail.com and then to use it. The 
success of the trial will be gauged on the increase in the 
levels of recycling. 
 
The advantages of the sacks can be seen on any windy 
day! The sacks are secured to the railings and the 
recycling material is contained. On adjoining streets, 
especially with the removal of recycling box covers, the 
boxes and their contents are distributed about the 
neighbourhood, as the picture below shows. 
 

We have had enquiries from several people living on 
adjoining streets requesting sacks. Unfortunately this is 
not currently possible as the sacks will only be collected 
from the designated trial streets. Should you be one of 
the people who think the green sacks are better for the 
environment please contact the Council and let them 
know. 
 

David Guild 
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE GARDEN 

 
GARDEN REPORT
 
Maybe my perspective has been affected by other 
preoccupations, but it seems to me that the past year has 
been a relatively quiet one for the garden. We have 
suffered few if any invasions by drug addicts, rough 
sleepers, rugby players, teenage ravers or other 
disturbances of the peace. This could be an effect of the 
spikes on the railings, the covid pandemic, the weather 
or whatever, but is welcome whatever the cause. 
Otherwise, the state of the garden is steadily improving 
thanks to the sterling work of Fraser Grant, our principal 
gardener, who (amongst other things) keeps the grass 
and hedges trimmed, and Emily Inglis and her team, 
who are bringing light and colour into the border. 
Thanks are also due to several volunteers who have 
given much valued assistance. 
 
Looking forward, I hope that the garden will be in good 
shape in the summer for the celebration of its 200th 
anniversary. 
 
Bill Giles, Chairman, Drummond Place Garden 
Management Committee 
 
(For further information about the gardens, including 
about keys, etc. see: drummondplacegarden.co.uk) 
 

--- 
 

HIGH (CONSTABLE) JINKS 
 

 
 
Maidie Cahill is the only High Constable of Edinburgh 
to own a police box. In May 2022, Maidie hosted a party 
for Ward XV11 which was attended by the Moderator 
of the Society of High Constables Norman Fiddes.  
 

 
 

Drinks were served in the police box and 
ward  members were then able to enjoy an early summer 
evening in our enchanted garden. 
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SUMMER GARDEN PARTY 

 

The sun shone for most of our annual summer garden 
party on 11 June – despite the committee setting up for 
it in the rain! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

--- 
 

 Marjery Giles was amazed to see this rhododendron, which 
usually flowers in early spring, come into full bloom at the 
time of the death of the Queen. 
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DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS IN DRUMMOND PLACE 
 

In 1924, Thomas J Maleady was on his first tour with 
the US Foreign Service, assigned as a Vice Consul to 
the US Consulate in Edinburgh. Throughout his 
assignment, Thomas lived at 26 Drummond Place, 
which was then a boarding house. 
 

 
 
Thomas Maleady on the steps of 26 Drummond Place. 
 

 
 
John Maleady on the steps of Drummond Place while visiting 
his brother, John. 
 
98 years later, on 2 July 2022, Thomas’s daughter Sarah 
and grandson Joshua visited Edinburgh and recreated 
wonderful family photographs in front of Number 26. 
 
During her visit, Sarah kindly left a note at Number 26 
with copies of the 1924 pictures for  use by Drummond 
Place residents. 
 

 
 
 

Thomas Maleady with his brother John, who visited him in 
Edinburgh (the photo was taken in a Greenside Place studio). 

---- 
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A rare glimpse towards the south-east from 26 Drummond Place in 1924, including several long-lost churches, 
a previous garden layout – and a golden-turd-free Calton Hill! 

---- 

  
A car-free Drummond 
Place in 1924. 
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THE DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
(DCA) 

 
Aims: The Association is formed to conserve 
Drummond Place as a place to live in and an area of 
high architectural value, and to maintain close liaison 
with similar Associations within the New Town. The 
DCA usually has several meetings each year and serves 
the interests of Drummond Place and immediate 
environs. Major subjects include planning, traffic, 
environmental issues and the World Heritage Trust. 
 
Membership: The DCA is open to all residents in 
Drummond Place and the surrounding streets, and to 
others who share the Association's aims. We are 
cooperative in purpose and style, seeking always to 
work with others and anyone who agrees with us can 
join. We are not just an organisation of people 
domiciled in Drummond Place; we have subscribers 
outside of Scotland, as well as in neighbouring streets. 
It is useful that we have a wider reach, because there is 
no single overarching residents’ group in the New 
Town, and many streets have none at all – often to their 
detriment, because Council officials are from time to 
time instructed to talk to the people, and it helps a lot if 
they can find them. Representatives are duly elected or 
co-opted, with a website to be consulted.  Local 
residents are most welcome to join and report concerns 
or voice opinions which the Committee will make plain 
to the powers-that-be. We also usually celebrate at an 
annual midsummer garden party and hold social events 
to which all members and friends are warmly invited. 
 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Subscriptions  (£10/household) can be paid in person at 
our AGM by either cash or a cheque (payable to ‘The 
Drummond Civic Association’). Or subscriptions can 
be put through the letterbox of 30B Drummond Place 
with a note of your name and address. 
 
(We hope to implement electronic payment options in 
2023.) 
 

Your support is invaluable for the work we do on behalf 
of our community, and of our precious oasis in the New 
Town’s eastern quarter.  
 

--- 
 

DCA WEBSITE 
 

We hope to launch our new website later this year.  
 

--- 
 

 
 
 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 
2022-2023 

 
 

Maidie Cahill 
George Dent (Treasurer) 

Anna Girling 
David Guild (co-opted March 2022) 

Caroline Hahn  
Anne Heseltine 

David Ingram (Chair) 
Kenneth Lochrie 

Irene Ross (Secretary) 
 

--- 
 

LIVING IN A WORLD HERITAGE SITE: 
EDINBURGH WORLD HERITAGE 

Edinburgh World Heritage Trust (EWHT) works to 
promote, conserve and enhance the city’s World 
Heritage site. It is dependent upon the generosity of 
donors and funders to deliver their projects, from the 
repair of historic buildings and monuments to delivering 
learning programmes for visitors and schools, and 
improving the streetscape. 

 
It is possible to become a Member of EWHT for an 
annual fee.  Friends are kept up to date with the work of 
EWHT and are invited to occasional events.  Find out 
more by contacting EWHT via: info@ewht.org.uk  
 

--- 
 

 
 

--- 
 
Many thanks to all contributors. 
 

--- 
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