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THE DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 2022

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND SOCIAL EVENT

Thursday 31 March 2022 at 7 P.M. in the Garden Room of
Broughton St Mary's Parish Church, Bellevue Crescent

We are delighted to welcome David Black as our speaker this year. David is a writer with a
particular interest in Scottish architectural history. He will speak to us about Richard Foster,
the Scottish Enlightenment chimney-piece maker, and his part in ‘the Adam revolution’.

Residents of Drummond Place and adjoining streets are cordially invited to this annual meeting at which
issues affecting the neighbourhood will be discussed. Please see agenda below. We particularly welcome
new residents, who we hope will join the Association.

COVID: We ask that all meeting attendees wear a mask for the business section of the meeting (except
when speaking). We will ensure that the room is ventilated. Please do not attend if unwell!

AGM - AGENDA

Welcome

Finances
Election
AOB

FUEN s Y

Social Evening

Summary of the year

Speaker: David Black

If you have an item to be raised under any other business, please email
drummondcivic@gmail.com by 24 March.

PLEASE JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!

If you would like to be kept informed of developments throughout the year, please email us at:
drummondcivic@gmail.com asking to be added to our mailing list.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

I have concluded that the years of my Chairmanship are
inevitably dogged with uncertainty and contention. If
it’s not Brexit or Covid, it’s a state of war over the
Ukraine. These issues are macrocosmic in relation to our
smaller concerns but nevertheless it is to those we must
address ourselves.

In the first instance, let us record our sadness at the
passing of John Ross Maclean, a  contributor  and
indeed editor of this very journal. A very regrettable
departure.

@ reTTIE

The following are some of the issues your committee has
concerned itself with and are ongoing with varying
degrees of success.

We are delighted that the future of the Royal High
School is resolved and that the Centre for Music will go
ahead. Work has commenced on site clearance at the
former RBS building on Dundas St. We will continue to
watch this development.

We have been active in making representations
regarding the proposed bin hubs and loss of gull proof
bags. You will be aware that a programme of kerb
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lowering has begun, and we have this under careful
observation. Mercifully, the invasion of redirected buses
has been reduced following our outcry. The traffic
congestion and consequent emerging of ‘rat runs’
occasioned by the tram works continues indefinitely it
seems. Two crossing points have been promised in
Drummond Place. It is as yet unclear as to whether they
may relate to the lowered kerb stones. The recently
installed new street lights in Scotland Street have
attracted considerable comment — not all complimentary
but generally well received.

You will be delighted to hear of an exchange of
ambassadors with plenipotentiary powers between your
Garden Committee and the DCA. This was cemented by
a meeting at which both parties got to know each other
and enjoyed a very agreeable evening. Much of the
above will be gone into in greater detail further into this
document. We thank you for your attention and
continued membership and assure you of our best
intentions — at all times.

David Ingram
FINANCIAL REPORT

2021/22 saw no major expenses for the Drummond
Civic Association beyond the annual garden party - this
year ably hosted by Maidie Cahill due to inclement
weather. Charitable donations largely recouped the cost
of the wine consumed (with much enjoyment) by those
in attendance! The only other outgoings of note were two
modest contributions made by the DCA to fundraising
campaigns by the New Town and Broughton
Community Council and Broughton St. Mary’s Parish
Church (for essential maintenance work on their
steeple), as a result the funding status for the Association
remains comfortable despite COVID resulting in few
subscriptions being received over the year. As with
previous years, for those able and willing to contribute,
annual subscriptions of £10 per household will be
collected at the AGM (cheque or cash). Those unable to
make it to the AGM but still keen to contribute are
welcome to post cheques through the letter box of 30B
Drummond Place. Please make these payable to the
Drummond Civic Association.

George Dent
TRAFFIC AND PARKING

It’s been a busy year on the parking and traffic
front. Firstly the move to shared parking. Places which
were previously metered have been made available for
residents permit holders to park in as well. Residents
may also wish to note that it is now possible to apply for
visitor permits. See the Visitor Parking Permits section
of the Council website for details.

Secondly, weekend parking has been introduced in the
zones more central than us. Our concern always was that
this would lead to zone 6 becoming too busy at
weekends with residents unable to park. Anecdotal
evidence is that this is proving an issue. However it

would be helpful to have feedback from residents on
this. Please send all feedback
to: drummondcivic@ gmail.com

On the traffic front there have also been two notable
happenings. Firstly the bus diversions. At the end of Jan
a substantial number of double deckers suddenly started
using the route along Great King Street, North side of
Drummond Place and London Street. Lothian Buses
decided on the diversions due to the impossibility of
getting buses through the tram works around York Place.
Our Committee monitored numbers. This showed there
were around 600 buses a day coming round Drummond
Place. These numbers were sent to Lothian Buses, Trams
to Newhaven, the Council and the Community Council
among others. In writing the Committee expressed grave
concern about the impact on for instance, road safety, the
environment and the world heritage site. Fortunately all
concerned worked to resolve the issues causing the
congestion and the diversions quickly ceased.

The second matter was the roadworks at the North West
corner of Drummond Place at the junction with
Dundonald Street. These installed dropped kerbs at the
corner by 21 Drummond Place and on the garden side,
along with a new larger accessible traffic island.
Enquires as to what was happening revealed this was a
request by Living Streets and members of the Access
Panel and prioritised by the Council due to the footfall
in that area.

These improvements are welcome and clearly dropped
kerbs are important. However, they highlighted a lack of
a co-ordinated approach to crossings in Drummond
Place. We have for many years raised concerns about
pedestrian safety at this junction and others in
Drummond Place. We were told some time ago that
neither this junction nor that with Great King Street met
the Council’s safety criteria for crossing improvements.
Like some of the other junctions this one is wide and
traffic comes (often at speed) from multiple directions.
Making this crossing more accessible to those who find
crossing challenging does nothing to calm the traffic nor
assist with pedestrian safety. The Committee were
puzzled by the location too. The new kerbs and island
allow crossing from the residential side to the garden
side but once on the garden side those in need of dropped
kerbs and accessible islands, will be stuck. There are no
further dropped kerbs to allow them to exit the garden
side elsewhere in Drummond Place.

In addition we were puzzled by this being prioritised
over the new crossings promised for the Drummond
Place end of London St and Dublin Street, which were
assessed a long time ago by the Council as needing
improvement. The London Street crossing was
consulted on in 2018 and consists of pavement build-
outs and a raised road surface. The latest we have is that
the design work for this is now complete. Construction
will take place following the successful conclusion of
the statutory process for the Redetermination Order that
is required to alter the road layout. This will hopefully
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be completed by summer 2022, assuming no objections
are received. We are told the Dublin Street crossing,
which the Council agreed was necessary in 2019 will
consist of an upgrade to the existing refuge island.
Design work for this is not yet underway and
implementation is currently programmed for financial
year 2023/24.

Prompted by all this the Committee plan to press for
there to be no further delay in the crossings at London
Street and Dublin St and to take up once more the wider
issues of pedestrian safety and traffic calming in
Drummond Place. The idea will be to argue for a plan
for the whole of Drummond Place and its junctions
which is consistent in purpose and architecture. This
work has been started by meeting the traffic co-ordinator
from the Community Council and by asking that
markings at junctions are improved. However, we will
also be feeding into planned traffic monitoring and
making representations to relevant bodies about the
urgent need for a coordinated approach to road safety
and traffic here.

The Committee would be interested to hear from
residents as to any concerns about traffic and pedestrian
safely and about any accidents or near misses. Contact
can be made via: drummondcivic@gmail.com Please
note though that you should report accidents and
incidents to the police as a priority and this is not a
substitute for that. However, it is useful for the
Committee to also be aware as it is helpful in our
campaign for better safety and traffic calming.

Elizabeth Napier
COMMUNITY ISSUES

Since the last newsletter the Drummond Civic
Association (DCA) has continued to work with other
local residents associations, the New Town and
Broughton Community Council (NTBCC) over issues of
local interest, and the Edinburgh Development Forum
(EDF), which is organised by the Cockburn Society to
discuss city wide issues.

At the beginning of last year the principal issue was the
redevelopment of the Royal Bank site on Dundas Street.
This development proposal received planning
permission and site clearance is currently underway. It
was extremely disappointing that the City Council did
not consider local and heritage bodies’ concerns
regarding the height and density of the proposal. There
was a sense that the Council was entirely remote from its
citizens which it came face to face with investment
money. This remoteness came to light again later in the
year when the NTBCC received a long delayed
presentation by the Council on the changes that were
going to be made to the waste collection system
throughout the city and the World Heritage Site. With
very limited consultation the City Council had agreed
and passed the roll out of bin hubs replacing all kerbside
collections for recycling, glass and waste. This involved

the removal of the gull proof bag waste system which is
currently used throughout a large part of the New Town.

The Council held two presentation / information
sessions, one of which was in Broughton St Mary’s
which representatives of NTBCC and DCA
attended. These sessions appeared to be only for the
purpose of answering questions about bin hubs. There
were no details of any locations or explanations as to
why an alternative method had not been considered. The
sessions were generally felt to be unsatisfactory and
answered none of the questions that were being pitched
to the Council representatives.

As a result of the Council’s decision to proceed with the
implementation of the bin hubs throughout the World
Heritage Site, an active group of street association
representatives came together to fight for the retention
of the kerbside waste services until an effective scheme
could be agreed by all involved parties. The group is now
known as the Gull Proof Bag Forum (GPBF). The
representatives come from streets where gull proof bags
are used. The GPBF has leafleted all properties using
gull proof bags and has raised funds to support a
campaign to retain the existing kerbside services until
such time as a waste management collection system
compatible with the cityscape of a World Heritage Site
is agreed by all the involved parties.

The GPBF, on 1st March 2022, met with Council
officials together with Historic Environment Scotland
(HES), Edinburgh World Heritage (EWH) and the
Cockburn Society. The GPBF representatives stressed to
the Council that the residents were unhappy with the
methods used by the Council to circumvent scrutiny and
that there was now a complete lack of trust in the Council
as far as this issue is concerned. EWH also stated that
they were totally unhappy with the lack of engagement
and stressed that they could not support the bin hubs as
proposed within the World Heritage Site. The Council
stated that they had accepted minor mitigation measures
to the hubs — redesigning the corralling of the bins,
colour of the bin lids, and might consider the bin hubs
being placed on the other side of a street from housing
should there be open space opposite e.g. beside gardens
or park. The view of the GPBF and the NTBCC is that
none of these mitigating factors make the scheme
acceptable. We are pleased to report that at the meeting
on 1st March the Council stated that it was prepared to
carry out a further study into waste disposal and we
await to see the scope of this investigation. In the
meantime the introduction of bin hubs into the World
Heritage Site is in delay.

We hope that in next year’s newsletter we can confirm
that the street associations, NTBCC, EWH, HES and the
Council have reached an amicable agreement for waste
collection methods for the New Town and associated
conservation areas. For information about the ongoing
campaign see: https://www.savegullproofbags.org/

Ken Lochrie



BOOK CORNER

BROUGHTON STREET: A HISTORY OF A
STREET (BY BARCLAY PRICE)

This slim volume of 70 pages with over 150
illustrations traces the significant changes that have
taken place in Broughton Street since its formation in
the early 1800’s. The contents include the building of
the street; the changing nature of the shops; brief
histories of the street’s theatre, five churches and two
schools; the impact of war; links with slavery; the
street’s engagement in political and social action;
and an account of the residents of one house.

Attempting to cover so many topics in such a short
book inevitably means that it feels, at times, rather
superficial and it left this reader looking for more.
The shotgun effect meant that the text jumped from
topic to topic and year to year in a rather disjointed
way. However, it does offer a condensed summary of
the social history and the physical geography of the
street which is certainly interesting.

Priced at £15 it is available from various Broughton
Street outlets or by contacting:
albanystreetedinburgh@gmail .com

Irene Ross

A FOND FAREWELL

JAMES GARDEN (1927-2020)

James Garden was a long-term resident in Drummond
Place from 1969 until his death in November 2020. He
loved the sunny, south facing view to the gardens from
the sitting room of his top floor flat and the view over
to Fife from the back. Over the years he took many
visitors for walks in the garden and to the Royal Botanic
Garden also.

James was born in Buckie and after National Service in
the army in North Africa he became apprenticed to Jas.
D Gibson & Simpson, Chartered Surveyors, Edinburgh,
in 1949. He stayed with the firm all his working life,
becoming a partner then senior partner until his retiral
in 1992.

He was a keen footballer in his youth and played for the
Edinburgh non-league team the Civil Service Strollers
which involved jogging up Arthur’s Seat and back
during training. He sailed on the West Coast with
friends for many years and to Norway and back on one
occasion. A keen golfer he was a member of the Royal
Burgess Golfing Society for forty-nine years.

James was unmarried but took great interest in his
extended family and was generous to his many great
nephews and nieces.



Sadly he had a bad fall in 2017 and became a resident
in Strachan House Care Home until his death. His room
had a view of the back gardens there but he missed

watching the changing seasons in Drummond Place
Garden.

MARGO CUMMING
Qt"

Margo moved to 3 Drummond Place in the summer of
1990, shortly after marrying Charles Cumming. She
always loved the New Town and quickly made lots of
friends from the many neighbours she would chat to in
the street, such was her warm personality.

She was very well known by residents and shop keepers
alike and particularly loved spending an hour or so in
the gardens on a sunny day with a glass of wine or
chatting to the staff in the flower shop.

Charles sadly passed away in 2006 but Margo loved the
house so much and, being surrounded by such good
friends and neighbours, decided that Drummond Place
was where she would spend the rest of her days. Always
elegant and charming to whoever she met, she also
loved entertaining and socialising on a large scale even
insisting being wheeled over to the Annual Garden
Party when she was under the weather.

The later years of her life were spent with her late
beloved partner Tom Fidelo. Together they spent
thirteen happy years in Edinburgh and Spain. There is
no doubt Margo was a unique lady who will be dearly
missed but never forgotten.

James Cammack

JOHN ROSS MACLEAN (1942-2021)

John George ‘Ross’ Maclean —a longstanding Spurtle
(and Drummond Civic Association) friend, team
member, and contributor — died on 13 Dec, aged 79.
Born on 1 Dec 1942 in Dalnessie, Rogart, the youngest
of 3 brothers, he was the son of a farm
manager/shepherd — Alexander Maclean —and a former

staff member at Dunrobin Castle, Alexanderina
MacDonald. He grew up at remote Dalmichie and then
Dalchorck, being educated at Lairg Primary and
Golspie High School. He graduated with an MA from
Edinburgh Uni in 1965 and soon after embarked on
postgraduate study of the French Symbolist Gustave
Moreau (1826-98). An appreciation of painting and
sculpture was central to him thereafter. Ross spent time
in New York in 1971 and travelled back and forth to
Sweden between 1977 and 1980, at times working in the
latter as a postman and teacher of medical English at the
university. He learned Swedish and enjoyed surprising
people with it. During the 1970s he also worked as a
nurse in Inverness, before returning to Edinburgh and
running the Broughton Bookshop as owner/manager
from early spring 1977 until late autumn 1978.
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His association with Drummond Place began around
this time, first renting a room and then a garden flat at
No. 33B. From here he tended an award-winning
allotment beside the tennis club on East Scotland
Street Lane. He was an instantly recognisable figure
in the neighbourhood: courteous, diffident, and with a
lived-in wardrobe worn with quirky sprezzatura. Prior
to his retirement in 2004, Ross worked as a carer
for the Church of Scotland, of whose employer
credentials he took a dim view. For many years he wrote
articles, letters and obituaries for the Scotsman and
Herald newspapers. As a man of nocturnal habits, he
often featured on Radio 5 Live’s Up All Night
programme, whose presenter Dotun Adebayo he had
first encountered in Stockholm. In 2018 he contributed
an entry to the New Biographical Dictionary of Scottish
Women on his first Drummond Place landlady, the
labour movement activist and charity campaigner
Elizabeth Girling. Ross adored cats, poetry, painting,
European film, tennis, Highland lore, fine art, fine wine,
New Town gossip, and the Broughton Spurtle. We will
miss him. This brief account supplements a more
impressionistic one at bit.ly/31gvMCp, to which readers
are welcome to add recollections. Email us at:
spurtle@hotmail.co.uk.

This piece first appeared in Issue 315 of the
Broughton Spurtle.



SPOTLIGHT ON THE GARDEN

GARDEN REPORT

The one comment I would make about the past year is
that our policy of having an annual tree inspection by a
qualified arborist, and follow up where necessary by our
tree surgeon, has proved its worth. Although Edinburgh
escaped the worst of the storms that raged north and
south of us, we nevertheless had some fairly vicious
weather, but our trees have come through it with the loss
of no more than a scattering of minor debris, all
substantial deadwood and structurally unsound limbs
having been previously removed. Perhaps it is unwise
to boast of this — who knows what has yet to come.
Grateful thanks, by the way, to those who turned to and
tidied up the aforesaid debris.

Looking forward, one thing that is certainly to come, on
26 April 2023 to be precise, is our Bicentenary. The
Charter which conveyed ownership of the “central area”
to the inhabitants of Drummond Place was signed on
that date. Some form of celebration would clearly be in
order. The question is, what would suitably mark the
occasion? Any suggestions will be gratefully received.

Bill Giles, Chairman, Drummond Place Garden
Management Committee

(For further information about the gardens, including

about keys, etc. see: drummondplacegarden.co.uk)

MUSIC IN THE GARDEN

On Sunday, the 5th of September we were delighted to
welcome Live Music Now Scotland (LMNS) to our
beautiful garden.

LMNS is a charity which gives outstanding young
artists the opportunity of performing at the start of their
careers and enables high-quality live music to reach
people throughout our communities, especially those
who wouldn’t normally have access to it.

For two hours, we were entertained by the talented
Dockyard Trio.

All three musicians come from varying backgrounds
rooted in traditional music, tastefully blending their
own influences of Scottish, Irish, French and Danish
styles of traditional music to create their own unique
sound and self-penned compositions.

This was the first event in the garden for a very long
time and was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended.

Maidie Cabhill







THE DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION
(DCA)

Aims: The Association is formed to conserve
Drummond Place as a place to live in and an area of
high architectural value, and to maintain close liaison
with similar Associations within the New Town. The
DCA usually has several meetings each year and serves
the interests of Drummond Place and immediate
environs. Major subjects include planning, traffic,
environmental issues and the World Heritage Trust.

Membership: The DCA is open to all residents in
Drummond Place and the surrounding streets, and to
others who share the Association's aims. We are
cooperative in purpose and style, seeking always to
work with others and anyone who agrees with us can
join. We are not just an organization of people
domiciled in Drummond Place; we have subscribers
outside of Scotland, as well as in neighbouring streets.
It is useful that we have a wider reach, because there is
no single overarching residents’ group in the New
Town, and many streets have none at all — often to their
detriment, because Council officials are from time to
time instructed to talk to the people, and it helps a lot if
they can find them. Representatives are duly elected or
co-opted, with a website to be consulted. Local
residents are most welcome to join and report concerns
or voice opinions which the Committee will make plain
to the powers- that-be. We also usually celebrate at an
annual midsummer garden party and hold social events
to which all members and friends are warmly invited.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions (£10/household) can be paid in person at
our AGM by either cash or a cheque (payable to ‘The
Drummond Civic Association’). Or subscriptions can
be put through the letterbox of 30B Drummond Place
with a note of your name and address.

Your support is invaluable for the work we do on behalf
of our community, and of our precious oasis in the New
Town’s eastern quarter.

DCA WEBSITE

You can find out more about the association and its
work on our website: www.drummondplace.org. We
hope to extensively revamp our website later this year.

RETTIE

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE
2021-2022

Maidie Cahill
George Dent (Treasurer from July 2021)
Fraser Duff (Treasurer until July 2021)
Anna Girling (Secretary)
Caroline Hahn (co-opted October 2021)
David Ingram (Chair)
Kenneth Lochrie
John Ross Maclean (d. December 2021)
Elizabeth Napier
Irene Ross (co-opted September 2021)

LIVING IN A WORLD HERITAGE SITE:
EDINBURGH WORLD HERITAGE

Edinburgh World Heritage (EWH) works to promote,
conserve and enhance the city’s World Heritage site. It
is dependent upon the generosity of donors and funders
to deliver their projects, from the repair of historic
buildings and monuments to delivering learning
programmes for visitors and schools, and improving the
streetscape.

annual fee. Friends are kept up to date with the work of
EWH and are invited to occasional events. Find out
more by contacting EWH via: info@ewht.org.uk

Edited by Irene Ross, with Anna Girling; many
thanks to all contributors.
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