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THE DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 2021

(The Coronavirus Edition)
www.drummondplace.org

This is the time of year when we would normally hold our AGM. Due to current
circumstances this will clearly not be possible, but we hope that members will find the
enclosed reports on our activities (and our finances) useful. We welcome any feedback or
enquires to any member of our committee, or by email: drummondcivic@gmail.com

The committee wishes you all a very happy and healthy 2021!

As our Chairman, David Ingram, indicates, 2020 was a
year of unwonted change for most of us. Our celebrated
garden party was cancelled, as has the AGM and its
much anticipated new Speaker. Nevertheless, the DCA
has not been inactive on behalf of our precious status
within the World Heritage Site. Witness the specialised
reports by Committee members in the following pages.

With your support, and according to our ethos, we will
continue to report concerns and voice opinions, often
liaising with other neighbour associations, in 2021. Let
us hope that, in Vera Lynn terms, 'we will meet again',
whether it is this summer in the gardens, or next!
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www.rettie.co.uk | 0131 220 4160




CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

It is not a profundity to state this has been one hell of a
year. This time last year I had only just assumed the
Chair of the DCA and had little to offer due to my short
duration of tenure. 2020 has had everything kicked into
touch by Covid-19. We have been unable to hold any of
our usual events and your Committee has managed
several Zoom meetings of some hilarity (in an attempt to
keep a watching brief on local developments).

The 'hot ticket' of the moment is the re-appraised plans
for the RBS site in Dundas Street. They appear to have
dispensed with the hotel application and are now
concentrating on housing, office and retail space. The
Committee will follow all this with great interest.

We must live in hope the ensuing 2021 will afford us a
greater opportunity for our normal pursuits — Deo
Volente!

David Ingram

FINANCIAL REPORT

As with most things, it was a very quiet year for the
finances of the DCA. We posted a £360 surplus for the
year, including a generous donation received from one
of our residents at the start of the year.

Looking to this year, in the absence of a physical AGM,
if anyone wishing to pay their annual subscriptions
(£10/household) could please drop either cash or a
cheque (payable to ‘The Drummond Civic Association’)
through the letterbox of 14 Drummond Place, that would

will also collect donations in person at our next event,
whenever that may be.

Fraser Duff

TRAFFIC AND PARKING

Some good news during these difficult times — the
Council decided that all those with a resident parking
permit (in central, peripheral and extended zones) are
granted dispensation to park in pay and display in their
zone until further notice. DCA have noted this seems to
have relieved the pressure on parking for residents.

It is hoped that when the Council’s proposal for shared-
use parking is implemented there might be some lasting
relief. However, the jury is out on that one as, when the
shoppers come back, we may find that the shared-use
parking does not compensate for the changes to resident
parking which will accompany the roll out of shared use.

In addition, the Council are going ahead with Sunday
parking charges in adjacent zones. This is likely to move
yet more shoppers to our zone. It may be that we will
need to ask for weekend parking charges to be rolled out
to our zone, which will not be so bad if shared use
parking is already in place allowing us to park in paid
parking using our permits.

We are not aware of any date for the start of Sunday
parking, introduction of shared use or the introduction of
proposed visitor permits. It looks as though Sunday
parking may be first and we will need to monitor its
impact as best we can.

much appreciated — although we will understand if Elizabeth Napier
anyone would rather not do this at the moment, and so
PLANNING

FORMER ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND
SITE REDEVELOPMENT
(ADJACENT TO FETTES ROW, ROYAL
CRESCENT, EYRE PLACE, AND
SCOTLAND STREET YARD)

The redevelopment proposals have progressed from
public consultation during the latter half of 2019 through
to the submission of an application to the Council in July
2020 with that application being validated by the
Planning Department in September 2020. Since that time
the application has been subject to revision, the extent of
which can be seen on the Council’s Planning portal
website. The application now consists of 628 documents
including those which have been superseded. The
developer issued a statement in December announcing a
further consultation running to 14.1.21 and explaining
how they have taken into consideration the previous
comments of all parties resulting in the amended
proposals currently on the table. We await to see what
comes of this further consultation. The Drummond Civic
Association Committee examined the main proposal

documents and prepared comments which were
submitted to the Council and local Amenity Associations
throughout the process. The latest iteration of the
proposals do little to take into the account the main
concerns made by various bodies during the consultation
periods, namely:

a. The overall high density of the development was
initially commented on by the Edinburgh Urban Design
Panel and little has changed in the proposals in this
respect since that time. There is an estimate of some 900
new residents in the flatted accommodation which
represents an increase of approximately 5% of the
Community Council population and is some 5-6 times
higher per hectare than the local average for the area.

b. The developers have related the proposed heights of
the buildings throughout the development to the existing
heights of eaves and ridges on properties along Fettes
Row and Royal Crescent. In some cases the proposed
heights have been increased. The overall development
does not take into account the height and scale of
existing properties to the North of the site bordering Eyre



Place. This can be seen most obviously in the proposed
buildings overlooking the West and South boundaries of
George V Park which are shown as six storeys high from
park level.

c. Provision of amenity space within the development
site consists of a main pedestrian spine from Dundas
Street to George V Park and amenity space in front of
proposed private flats facing onto Royal Crescent.
Various roof terraces/gardens are indicated on the plans
which are presumably not for public access. The main
public amenity space is therefore the Dundas Street to
George V Park link which has during the course of the
revisions become a narrower space and is generally in
the shadow of the high buildings to the South. This has
resulted in it being an access way rather than an amenity
space. The development would appear to rely heavily on
George V Park to provide the bulk of the amenity open
space.

d. The proposed development impacts on George V Park
in various ways: The nearness of the 6-storey flatted
blocks (up to 6-8 metres away from the boundary) on the

South and West boundaries. Many of the flats
overlooking the Park are single aspect with all rooms
relying on the view over the Park for light and aspect.
This could impact on the freedom users of the Park
currently enjoy given that there are no such near
neighbours currently.

e. The nearness of the proposed flatted blocks to the Park
will result in overshadowing with a loss of sunlight in
large areas of the Park especially in Autumn and Winter.
This will detract from the attractiveness of the Park to
users.

f. Regarding the proposed link from Dundas Street to the
Park, this will introduce a busy cross-circulation through
an area which is currently quiet Park.

In conclusion, the developer has taken little account of
the points raised during the consultation processes.
Most of the above concerns would be exacerbated
should the proposed hotel be replaced by more flats
which is a revision currently before the Council.

Kenneth Lochrie

WRITER’S BLOCK

BURDS IN SCOTS

WILSON'S ORNITHOLOGY

&
Burds in
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Our neighbourhood publisher, the Scotland Street Press
brought out Wilson’s Ornithology and Burds in Scots in
the spring of 2020. Beautifully illustrated, this presents
Alexander Wilson’s ornithological drawings from his
eighteenth-century travels in north America alongside
poems in Scots by Hamish MacDonald. More
information on the publisher’s website here:

https://scotlandstreetpress.com/product/wilsons-
ornithology-and-burds-in-scots/

NEW NOVEL

EDWARD KANE <

Last year also saw the Scotland Street Press publish the
first novel by Drummond Place resident Ross
Macfarlane. Drawing on his legal experience, Edward
Kane and the Parlour Maid ‘is set in Scotland, 1850.
The penalty for murder is death by hanging. Why then
employ a young defence lawyer with no trial experience
who is surely destined to fail?” Macfarlane ‘follows the
young Advocate, Edward Kane, and his manservant, Mr
Horse from the great houses of Edinburgh to the taverns
and alleyways of the Old Town.” More information here:

https://scotlandstreetpress.com/product/edward-kane-
parlour-maid-murderer/



‘FLIGHT’

Blackbird, a smudge in the prickly
hedge, wings and tail all downward.

What does a bird see, stooped,
fluffed up against the cold?

I want to touch this living thing
hunched in a cage of bare twigs.

If I could feel his ashy back,

hold his entire breathing form,

what would they tell me, the soft bones,
barbed primaries, mite-infested down?

The bird stirs, showing a bead,
an eye, a bill ripening to yellow.
Then a sudden thrust from

the damp bush, a clear trajectory.

This was his first lesson,
an enactment of his ease.

Imogen Forster

(Imogen is a poet and translator whose garden looks out
to the Drummond Tennis Club area. ‘Flight’ appeared in
the Broughton Spurtle in November 2020. A collection
of her poetry will be published later this year.)

WASTE AND RECYCLING

Information about collection times for Drummond Place
and the surrounding streets can be found here:

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-
record/1305044/drummond-place

Gull-proof bags: Monday evening (for collection on
Tuesday morning)
Recycling boxes:

Blue (glass and small electricals): Thursday evening
(for collection on Friday morning, fortnightly from 12
February

Red (paper, cardboard, plastic): Thursday evening
(for collection on Friday morning, fortnightly from 5
February

(_¥recycle for Edinburgh

Food waste (cooked and uncooked food): every
Wednesday

It is important that those of us in Drummond Place
use our gull-proof bags correctly (see link below) and
resist the temptation to use the wheelie bins
belonging to surrounding streets since this leads to
these bins quickly becoming over-full.

Proper use of Gull Proof Bags, from the Council
website:
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download
/13004/gull-proof-bag-user-guide

Further information on recycling in the city centre from
the Council website:
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/bins-recyclin

Your collection day is Friday

Please put your boxes out for 6am on your collection day.

Your blue recycling box is collected
every two weeks

COLLECTION CALENDAR 2021

Your red recycling box is collected
every two weeks
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Christmas and New Year collection dates can be found on
our website in December edinburgh.gov.uk/recycle
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE GARDEN

It was a great joy for Drummond residents to have access
to the garden during the lockdown. We were able to
walk, jog, exercise, and picnic, and have socially-
distanced chat with friends and neighbours, and it gave
us a special opportunity to greet new people, especially
dog-walkers.

We loved watching young children playing together and
enjoying the fallen tree which Mr Giles had fashioned

into exciting stepping-stones. As ever, the flowerbeds
were radiant, and it was wonderful to listen to birdsong
which was magically amplified due to the lack of traffic
outside. Thanks are due to Mr Giles and the Garden team
for their behind-the-scenes tender care for our beautiful
garden. Long may it flourish!

Maidie Cabhill

It seems unlikely that the garden has ever before so
clearly demonstrated its value to those who live around
it. The coincidence of the lockdown and the fine spring
weather made it a reasonably safe haven for many who
could not legally have come together anywhere else.
Such was the resulting pressure that quite often those
who went across to enjoy the garden went home again
because they felt it was already too crowded. And the
massive increase in the quantity of bottles and cans for
recycling showed that a good time was had by many.

Sadly, this bears up the points that a relatively small
garden (2.7 acres) cannot serve all the people who live
around it and in addition the many hundreds of people
who live in the six densely residential streets leading in
to Drummond Place, and that restrictions on access are
therefore essential.

A fairly major physical change in the garden in the past
12 months has been the welding of spikes onto the
railings. However, because of the virtual cancellation of
tourism, the Festival, etc., it remains to be seen whether
this will significantly reduce the incursion into the
garden of uninvited ‘guests’ who have entered the
garden and caused damage in the past, particularly to the
surrounding hedge. Another more gradual change has
been the steady improvement in the borders effected by
Emily Inglis and her team who are slowly but steadily
bringing light and colour into that part of the garden.

Bill Giles, Chairman, Drummond Place Garden
Management Committee
(For further information about the gardens, including

about keys, etc. see: drummondplacegarden.co.uk)



A FOND FAREWELL

JANICE DICKSON (1944-2019)

The untimely death of Janice saddened her many friends
in Drummond Place and far beyond. Together with her
husband, she ran Ian Dickson Travel Ltd in Dundas
Street, with offices in Tranent, Haddington, and North
Berwick for over 40 years; she became its much-
respected director after Ian's death and was working
there until the end.

Apart from travel, Janice pursued individual interests in
the arts, including opera and jazz. Early on, she
developed a great love of China where she travelled
widely in the 1980s. She played an active role in the
Scotland China Association, and in 1991 was elected
Chairman. She is well-remembered for fostering many
relationships between the people of both countries.

Closer to home, she was a genial supporter of DCA's
annual garden party. Once, when it was rained off, she
invited all the guests to repair to her house in
Drummond Place, where they were royally entertained!
She is also fondly remembered for hosting memorable
Hogmanay parties. Condolences to her daughter
Miranda, who has taken on her mother's role at
Dickson's Travel.

(With thanks to Julian Slatter of Ian Dickson Travel for
his help.)

GLENN ROSS (1948-2020)

We were sad to bid adieu to Glenn Ross of Colours
Gallery, who died in January of last year. From the
outset, Colours Gallery, which Glenn bought in 1969,
was recognised as a distinguished presence in the New
Town's ‘art quarter' and attracted collectors and
admirers from far and wide. We will miss Glenn's
illuminating apergus on them!

It was always a pleasure to view the beautifully
presented exhibitions and to discuss the special merits
of individual works with him. His encyclopaedic
knowledge and erudition especially vivified nineteenth
and twentieth-century artists who deserved greater
appreciation and a higher profile than hitherto accorded
to them in academic circles. Glenn was also a keen
sportsman, and a very fine tennis player and coach, and
a respected long-term member of Drummond Tennis
Club.

Our thoughts are with wife Christine (a member of the
DCA committee for a number of years) and sons
Nicholas and Michael.

TOM FIDELO (1932-2020)

Tom Fidelo was a long-term resident in his adored
Drummond Place, and a well-known presence in the art
scene in Edinburgh after re-inventing himself as an art
dealer in 1964. Many will remember his friendly gallery
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in Cumberland Street which he had converted from a
greengrocer’s shop in those heady days.

Originally from Queens, New York, of Italian-Irish
parentage, in his early career he enjoyed a memorable
stint as a gifted professional jazz performer (playing the
tenor saxophone).

After meeting his first wife, the renowned Scottish
actress Eileen McCallum, he undertook a period of
study at the Glasgow College of Dramatic Art, and
established himself as a noted actor, after making his
debut in Tom Fleming's celebrated season at
Edinburgh's Lyceum Theatre in the 1960s. However, it
seems he was never totally in thrall to the performing
arts, and his decision in 1964 to become a specialist art
dealer informed the rest of his life.

Tom spent many happy years with his partner Margo
Cumming, both in Drummond Place and their

apartment in Marbella, Spain.
= 4

The DCA’s David Ingram, himself no mean authority
on genuine art and antique connoisseurs, writes:

“Tom was a 'weel kent' figure in the auction houses and
round the 'trade’. From a typically all-embracing general
start, he zeroed in on the Scottish Colourists and the
Glasgow boys, quite early in his career. They were just
becoming seriously noticed in the sixties and he was
there and into it. As with any aspect of the Art market,
if you keep at it long enough, you get good at it! Tom
managed a comfortable lifestyle in an agreeable gallery

with distinct 'salon' overtones. He was not alone in this
and attracted quite a following among the picture
people.”

This writer was always delighted to encounter this
happiest of hail-fellow-well-met companions and
passionate champion of our World Heritage Site.

EDITH NISBET-CORNILLIE (1950-2020)

We regret to report the passing in December 2020 of
Edith, beloved wife of our former treasurer, Stephen
Nisbet.

Of Belgian-French origin, Edith worked as a European
Commission translator in Brussels where she met her
future husband Stephen who was a reporter on EU
affairs for Reuters News Agency. After retiring from
her high-profile work in Brussels, Edith was happy to
settle in Edinburgh , and she and Stephen, together with
their son Alexandre, moved to Drummond Place in
2011.

She supported many worthy causes, notably
campaigning for the UK’s continuing membership of
the FEuropean Union. Together they enjoyed
adventurous holidays and excursions in Scotland, while
also relishing sojourns in Edith's property in Brussels.
Edith was a passionate maker of patchwork quilting.
She leaves a rich tapestry of her achievements in this
intricate discipline, which she brought to a high art of
great beauty, worthy of museum-level inclusion.

Our condolences to Stephen and Alexandre, and to
Edith’s many friends.



THE DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION
(DCA)

Aims: The Association is formed to conserve
Drummond Place as a place to live in and an area of
high architectural value, and to maintain close liaison
with similar Associations within the New Town. The
DCA usually has several meetings each year and serves
the interests of Drummond Place and immediate
environs. Major subjects include planning, traffic,
environmental issues and the World Heritage Trust.

Membership: The DCA is open to all residents in
Drummond Place and the surrounding streets, and to
others who share the Association's aims. We are
cooperative in purpose and style, seeking always to
work with others and anyone who agrees with us can
join. We are not just an organization of people
domiciled in Drummond Place; we have subscribers
outside of Scotland, as well as in neighbouring streets.
It is useful that we have a wider reach, because there is
no single overarching residents’ group in the New
Town, and many streets have none at all — often to their
detriment, because Council officials are from time to
time instructed to talk to the people, and it helps a lot if
they can find them. Representatives are duly elected or
co-opted, with a website to be consulted. Local
residents are most welcome to join and report concerns
or voice opinions which the Committee will make plain
to the powers- that-be. We also usually celebrate at an
annual midsummer garden party and hold social events
to which all members and friends are warmly invited.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions (£10/household) can be paid by either
cash or a cheque (payable to ‘“The Drummond Civic
Association’) — please put through the letterbox of 14
Drummond Place with a note of your name and address.
Or subscriptions can be paid in person at our next event.

Your support is invaluable for the work we do on behalf
of our community, and of our precious oasis in the New
Town’s eastern quarter.

MAILING LIST

If you would like to be kept informed of developments
throughout the year, please email wus at:
drummondcivic@gmail.com asking to be added to our
mailing list.

DCA WEBSITE

You can find out more about the association and its
work on our website: www.drummondplace.or

RETTIE

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE
2020-2021

Maidie Cahill
Fraser Duff (Treasurer)
Anna Girling (Secretary)
David Ingram (Chair)
Kenneth Lochrie
John Ross Maclean
Elizabeth Napier
Andrea Simpson

LIVING IN A WORLD HERITAGE SITE:
EDINBURGH WORLD HERITAGE

Edinburgh World Heritage (EWH) works to promote,
conserve and enhance the city’s World Heritage site. It
is dependent upon the generosity of donors and funders
to deliver their projects, from the repair of historic
buildings and monuments to delivering learning
programmes for visitors and schools, and improving the
streetscape.

E EDINBURGH

WORLD HERITAGE

annual fee (discounts available). Friends are kept up to
date with the work of EWH and are invited to occasional
events. Find out more by contacting EWH on 0131 220
7720 or e-mail: info@ewht.org.uk

Edited by John Ross Maclean, with Anna Girling;
many thanks to all contributors.

Photos by Maidie Cahill and Anna Girling, and
from the Scotland Street Press and various
contributors.
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