
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Residents of Drummond Place and adjoining streets are cordially invited to this annual meeting at which 
issues affecting the neighbourhood will be discussed. Please see the agenda below. We particularly welcome 

new residents, whom we hope will join the Association. 
 

 

 
 

AGM AGENDA 
 

1. Minutes of the previous 
meeting 

2. Summary of the year 
3. Financial Statement 
4. Questions 
5. Election/Constitution 
6. AOB 
7. Speaker: Stuart Conn 
8. Social Evening 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND SOCIAL EVENT 
 

Thursday 6th Feburary 2020 at 7:15 P.M. in the Garden Room of  
Broughton St Mary's Parish Church, Bellevue Crescent.   

 
This year we welcome a return visit by Stewart Conn, Edinburgh's first makar, and  

distinguished poet and playwright. Last June, Stewart and his fellow Fettes Row resident, John 
Knight, published Aspects of Edinburgh, a joint celebration in poetry and art of the capital. Stewart 

will present a personal selection of his poetry. 

 

THE DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 2020 
www.drummondplace.org 

 



 
2 

 
DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

Aims: The Association is formed to conserve 
Drummond Place as a place to live in and an area of 
high architectural value, and to maintain close liaison 
with similar Associations within the New Town. 
 
Membership: is open to all residents in Drummond 
Place and to others who share the Association's aims. 
The Membership clause reinforces the Aims. We are 
cooperative in purpose and style, seeking always to 
work with others and anyone who agrees with us can 
join. We are not just an organization of people 
domiciled in Drummond Place; we have subscribers 
outside of Scotland, let alone in neighbouring streets. It 
is useful that we have a wider reach, because there is no 
single overarching residents’ group in the New Town, 
and many streets have none at all – often to their 
detriment, because Council officials are from time to 
time instructed to talk to the people, and it helps a lot if 
they can find them.  
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
It was an honour to be elected Chairman of the DCA 
last year. Here I would like to pay tribute to my 
predecessor Christopher Collins for his fine work on 
behalf of the Association for many years. 
 

As  in previous years, the Committee has spoken for 
Drummond Place and its environs on concerns relating 
to its important status as a World Heritage site. And, as 
before, the Newsletter comprises reports by Committee 
members on areas of interest and concern to our 
community –  e.g. planning, traffic, environment, inter 
alia. 
 

We salute our distinguished neighbours, the poet 
Stewart Conn and the architectural historian John 
Knight, for their wonderful book, Aspects of Edinburgh. 
We also say goodbye to a special friend. 
 

In all this, the support  of you, our subscribers, is 
invaluable; indeed you are our raison d'être. We thank 
you, and wish you all the best at the beginning of a new 
decade. 
David Ingram  
 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING 
There have been two main themes on the traffic front 
this year. Firstly parking and secondly, the linked issues 
of traffic calming and road safety.  
 

Edinburgh Council are edging closer to introducing 
major changes to residents parking. These include 
shared parking (residents being able to park in metered 
bays), visitor permits and the introduction of Sunday 
parking charges in some zones. 
 

The Council carried out a detailed consultation, to 
which we responded in May and November. The 
principal challenge we identified was that while shared 
parking was welcome, it may not actually represent a 

solution to the lack of resident permit spaces. Such 
shared parking would only increase the available 
parking for residents if indeed it was available and had 
not already been parked in by non-residents. In addition 
if it meant that some resident parking bays would be 
taken away, as the Council proposes, then at busy times 
it could result in a net loss of parking for residents. Our 
position was to welcome shared parking but resist any 
net loss of exclusive resident parking.  Zone 6 will not 
be getting weekend parking charges but adjoining zones 
will so we have objected principally because of the 
knock on effect. Finally, on visitor permits we were 
concerned among other things, to see a strict limit on 
amount of such permits and the time they can be used 
for.  
 

With regard to road safety and traffic calming, requests 
from us for the Council to assess the dangers of the 
junctions into and from Drummond Place, have led to a 
recognition that the junction at the foot of Dublin street 
is dangerous for pedestrians. A new crossing which 
should also calm traffic, will be consulted on in due 
course. We await results of a recent  assessment of the 
junction with Great King Street. The crossing at the 
junction with London Street is at a more advanced stage 
and designs have been commented on. 
Elizabeth Napier 
 

‘NEW TOWN NORTH’ DEVELOPMENT 
‘New Town North’ is the name given by developers 
Orion Capital and Ediston Property Development to the 
former RBS site adjoining Royal Crescent, Fettes Row, 
Dundas Street, Eyre Place, and Scotland Street Yard. 
Orion and Ediston, along with planning consultants 
Turley, have put forward a series of proposals for this 
large (six acre) site over the last year, and there have 
been two public consultation events, with feedback 
invited. The DCA have attended both of these events, 
and have twice submitted feedback (incorporating the 
views of DCA members and residents) on the plans as 
they stand.  
 

While this site does not directly adjoin Drummond 
Place and its surrounding streets, any development will 
necessarily affect our community in a number of ways. 
Concerns raised in response to our consultation emails 
included the impact on traffic and parking, the 
disruption caused by construction work, the loss of light 
and views, possible loss of architectural integrity, lack 
of proposed affordable housing and of new public green 
space, and the impact on the trees and other wildlife. 
Perhaps most significantly, the suggestion that the 
development of this site would ‘improve’ George V 
park remains a major cause of concern. We plan to 
maintain a watching brief over the coming year, 
working in partnership with other residents 
associations, as well as with the Friends of George V 
Park. Members may also want to keep up with regular 
news on this development in the Broughton Spurtle 
(http://www.broughtonspurtle.org.uk).  
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WASTE AND RECYCLING 
 

Information about collection times for Drummond 
Place and the surrounding streets can be found here: 
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory-
record/1190962/drummond-place- 
 
 
 

Gull-proof bags: Monday evening (for collection on 
Tuesday morning) 
 
 
 

Recycling boxes:  
Blue (glass and small electricals): Thursday evening 
(for collection on Friday morning, fortnightly from 31st 
January 
Red (paper, cardboard, plastic): Thursday evening 
(for collection on Friday morning, fortnightly from 7 
February 
 
 

Food waste (cooked and uncooked food): every 
Wednesday  
 
 
 

It is important that those of us in Drummond Place 
use our gull-proof bags correctly (see link below) 
and resist the temptation to use the large communal 
bins belonging to surrounding streets as this leads to 
these bins quickly becoming over-full.  
 

Proper use of gull-proof Bags, from the Council 
website: 
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/downloa
d/13004/gull-proof-bag-user-guide 
 
 

Further information on recycling in the city centre 
from the Council website: 
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/bins-recycling 
 

 

DRUMMOND PLACE POLICE BOX 
 

 
 

Close by the west gate of the Garden, Maidie hosted a 
charming art exhibition in her Police Box. During the 
Festival, from 9-14 August, the distinguished artist 
Lucinda Mackay showed faux-naif watercolour 
paintings of streets and scenes in Pitlochry. Alas, this 
coincided with a monsoon visitation. Nevertheless, the 
exhibition had many admiring visitors, and Lucinda was 
happy with the sales. This was a refreshing example of 
the versatility afforded by these little buildings which 
are dotted throughout the city. Maidie previously held a 
charity book-sale in hers. We look forward to more 
sleights-of-hand by Maidie in 2020!  

 

END OF GARAGE ‘SAGA’ 
We hear on good authority that the never-ending saga 
and controversy surrounding the garage/studio/ pied-à-
terre building opposite the Drummond Tennis 
Clubhouse off East Scotland Street Lane has at last been 
resolved. Last autumn it was finally sold to a New Town 
resident, and is currently being used as a store for garage 
materials. Deo Gratis!
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE GARDEN 
 

THE GARDEN PARTY 
 

 
 

Again this year, the weather gods were benevolent, and 
bestowed on us a balmy summer evening. As a result , 
there was a large (record?) attendance of over 150 
guests. As ever , they enjoyed a feast of wonderful 
donated patisseries and savouries, inter alia, from the 
overflowing tables. Villeneuve's excellent Norte Chico 
wine was also in bumper demand.  
 

 
 

All this, and the welcome return of Mr Peter Verity's 
musical ensemble which entertained us royally during 
the evening! Many thanks to all who made this yet 
another Drummond occasion to savour and remember. 
 

 
 

 
NOTES FROM THE GARDEN 

For the information of any recently arrived readers, the 
garden is owned by those who live in Drummond Place 
and whose homes are specified in  an 1823 Charter – the 
‘proprietors’. Access for non-proprietors, or ‘additional 
keyholders’, is restricted to those living within the 
immediate vicinity of the garden (for more detail see our 
website: drummondplacegarden.co.uk). The need for 
this restriction is hotly disputed locally, but the 
proprietors remain of the view that the character and 
manageability of the garden would be severely 
downgraded if it were to be open to a much larger 
number of keyholders.  
 

Some two decades ago, much of what was visible from 
the outside of the garden was a number of large trees 
and dense thickets of holly. The latter prevented 
anything else being grown and stunted the hedge. The 
task of reducing and controlling the holly began at the 
west end of the garden and is still to be carried on 
elsewhere. Space has been made for the planting of new 
shrubs, with which steady progress is being made, and 
parts of the hedge are filling out again. Other parts of 
the hedge have been subject to continual destruction by 
intruders who find the railings all too easy to climb. 
Work is about to begin on the welding of spikes to the 
railings to deter intruders and we hope that it will be 
possible for the damaged parts of the hedge to be made 
good. A number of our large trees are now elderly and 
infirm. Some new trees have been planted in recent 
years, but in a fairly random choice of locations. We are 
giving thought to drawing up a coherent strategy for 
future planting. 
 

Sadly, one feature of the garden which has diminished 
drastically is the bird population. Fifty years ago, the 
dawn chorus made alarm clocks unnecessary. 
Nowadays, although we still have some birds they are 
very much less in number and fewer in variety than was 
then the case.  
Bill Giles, Chairman, Drummond Place Garden 
Management Committee 
 

A GARDEN REMINSCENCE 
At the 2019 Garden Party, we celebrated some of those 
writers and artists who came to call Drummond Place 
home during their lifetime. In particular, we featured 
Lettice Milne Rae who resided at number 9 from 1892 
until her untimely passing in 1959. It is testament to 
Lettice that a precious first-hand account of life in 
Drummond Place during the latter 19th century up to 
the mid-20th century was recorded. ‘The Story of 
Drummond Place’ is Lettice’s lasting legacy. It has 
spanned – and will continue to span – the generations of 
those who have come to reside in this fine locale.  
 

As well as writing about the gardens, Lettice clearly 
took time to enjoy them during her lifetime. Indeed, her 
sister, Grace remembered, ‘In the Drummond Place  
Gardens there were carefree happy days with many 
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children where Lettice is remembered by a friend, with 
a large floppy hat on the back of her head, looking so 
attractive, always smiling’.  
 

As a youngster, it is likely that Lettice shared the 
gardens with many children from the neighbouring 
households – all of them supervised by the legions of 
nursemaids into whose care they were entrusted. From 
those children who dared forbiddance to climb the many 
trees, to the young ladies attending the boarding schools 
who took their elevenses break in the so-called 
‘pleasure gardens’ – they are all remembered as part of 
the garden’s history.  
 

On that note, we end with Lettice’s last words on the 
gardens: ‘The summer fades, the leaves fall, the years 
pass, and the children who played on the daisied turf are 
scattered the wide world over. But the spirit of the 
Garden is always young’. 
Andrea Simpson (Andrea’s book about Drummond 
Place, Drummond Place – Above and Below Stairs will 
be published later this year).  
 

OBSERVATIONS FROM THE GIRAFFE 
GARDEN 

 

 
(Photo: Alan MacIntosh) 
This was a summer of rapture in the ‘Giraffe Garden’ 
by the Drummond Tennis Courts (so-called because of 
perennial giant sunflowers). Unlike the main 
Drummond Garden, we had a teeming bird presence – 
not least the welcome return of the friendly dunnock, or 
hedge sparrow, nesting wood pigeons, wrens and the 
usual jovial chorus of chaffinch, robin and blackbird. A 
special thrill was a visit by a gorgeous bullfinch which 
we hope will return.  
 

But perhaps the highlight of the year was the visitation 
of the Painted Lady butterflies. A huge flurry of the 
circa 10 million ‘ladies’, moving from tropical Africa to 
the Arctic on their rare decennial migration appeared all 
over Edinburgh. They enthralled us in the Giraffe 
Garden, as well as the adjoining No. 33a garden, 
throughout August, with some lingering on into early 
September. Their next visit will be in 2029!  
John Ross Maclean 

AN ‘ASPECT’ OF DRUMMOND PLACE 
 

 
 

This exquisite drawing by John Knight of the view of 
Drummond Place’s eastern quadrant will be familiar to 
those who have bought the card from the DCA’s 
treasury of images. It is reproduced beside Stewart 
Conn’s poem ‘Sunday Morning Walk’ in the Scotland 
Street Press’s volume Aspects of Edinburgh (2019). 
(See page six for John Ross Maclean’s review of this 
book) 

 
EUCALYPTUS BLOWN DOWN 

 

We are sorry to report that the Australian eucalyptus in 
Drummond Place Garden was brought down in one of 
the early January storms. It is always sad to lose a 
mature tree, and as this was one of the tallest trees in the 
south-east corner of the garden it leaves a noticeable gap 
in the canopy.  
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ASPECTS OF EDINBURGH 
On 25 June, Blackwell’s Bookshop on South Bridge 
hosted the launch of Aspects of Edinburgh, a 
celebration of the capital in poetry and art by Stewart 
Conn and John Knight, the seventeenth publication 
by Scotland Street Press. It was attended by a full 
house with standing-room only. 
 

The book comprises poems on the general theme of 
Edinburgh by the eminent poet, and Edinburgh’s 
first makar, Stewart Conn; with drawings and 
watercolours of a variety of streets and buildings in 
the Old and New Towns by John Knight, the 
respected architectural historian and former New 
Town and Broughton Community Council planning 
convener. 
 

Aficionados of Conn’s work will recognise poems 
from previous publications (including the 
Broughton Spurtle), but this is their first collection 
in book form. Similarly, some individuals and public 
bodies will be familiar with Knight’s work, which 
have often taken the form of reproductions in 
Christmas cards over a period of fifty years.   
 

 
 

The book is an ardent ‘fastening’ and ‘clasping’ of 
our capital city by two of its most consummate 
writers and artists, who embrace it in the spirit of 
what Neil M. Gunn described as the ‘atom of 
delight’. Buildings, streets and people are discerned 
with fresh eyes and with a zest for probing surfaces 
and complexities, and delineating them with a 
passion often akin to music. 
 

One of Knight’s most exquisite drawings is of a 
corner of Drummond Place viewed through a 
lacework of trees from Drummond Place Garden. It 
is tempting to metamorphose this with Conn’s poem 
on a Queen’s Hall concert of ‘Brahms’ Concerto in 
G for violin and piano’, emitting from a Drummond 
Place drawing-room on a summer evening! 
  

There are also echoes of another great Edinburgh 
devotee in their mutual and impassioned 
perceptions. In ‘Footage of RLS’, Conn unfurls the 
life, work and travels of Robert Louis Stevenson in 
a wonderful cinematic sleight of hand. Here is also 
embedded RLS’s 17 Heriot Row, ‘land of 
counterpane’ home and field of dreams as it was and 
timelessly remains in Knight’s superb drawing. 
  

A similar interplay of words and artwork informs 
this volume as poet and artist take the reader on their 
peregrination. While more people, past and present, 
appear in Conn’s comédie humaine of things, there 
are also occasional appealing figures in Knight’s 
work, not least in his depiction of what mercifully 
remains of the north side of George Square, and in 
the street bustle under the stupendous Royal Mile 
Mansions. 
  

This deceptively slender volume is a veritable 
symphony of pleasures and a joyful paean to 
Edinburgh’s stature as one of Europe’s most alluring 
and atmospheric cities. It is a book to slip into your 
pocket as you ramble around. It recalls the motto of 
the great Everyman Library of pocket-sized classics: 
‘Everyman, I will go with thee, and be thy guide …’. 
Scotland Street Press is to be congratulated upon 
reaching another great milestone in its short, but 
exhilarating history. 
John Ross Maclean (this review originally 
appeared in the Broughton Spurtle on 18 July 2019) 
 

THE SWEET PEA MAN 
Garden enthusiasts may be interested in this attractive 
book published in December 2017 by ‘our’ Scotland 
Street Press.  
 

Taking you on a journey through nineteenth-century 
British gardens, The Sweet Pea Man is a minutely 
researched biography of the Victorian plant hybridist 
Henry Eckford and his life as a breeder of the famous 
Grandiflora sweet peas.  
 

Born in Stenhouse near Edinburgh, Henry Eckford 
(1823 -1905) is honoured to this day by horticulturalists 
as a plant hybridist and for his identification with the 
Grandiflora sweet peas. After completing his 
apprenticeship in the gardens of New Liston, near 
Edinburgh, Kingask castle, Perthshire, Penicuick House 
and Oxenburgh Castle, he travelled south and was 
employed by the Earl of Radnor in whose garden he 
bred pelargoniums and dahlias. These established his 
fame as a plant hybridist. For the rest of his life, he 
perfected the cross-breeding of the multi-faceted family 
of sweet peas during his final residence in Wem in 
Shropshire. 
 

This fascinating biography by Graham Martin not only 
provides a detailed narrative of the life and times of this 
eminent Victorian, but also takes the reader on an 
exhilarating journey into the complexity and wonder of 
the world of plants. When next you plant your sweet 
peas, give a salute in homage to this remarkable man!      
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A FOND FAREWELL… 
  

DAVID WATT (10/8/1963 – 4/5/2019) 
 

 
 

It is a great sorrow to record in these pages the untimely 
passing of one of the DCA's most respected and well-
loved colleagues. In particular, David's work in 
bringing this Newsletter to fruition was unstinting and 
sans-pareil. The ‘look’ and streamlining of this 
publication was chiefly due to him, and reflected his 
expertise in computing without tears. 
 

He was equally valued for his professional contribution 
to the running of the Drummond Place Garden 
Committee. Ironically, in even recent times he would 
avow that his gifts and interests lay in other areas, 
especially in the world of business. Irrespective of that, 
he was pre-eminently what in popular parlance is a 
‘people person’, marked by his bonhomie, as a good 
listener, and by his generosity of spirit. So it was no 
surprise that he brought these qualities to the DCA and 
Garden Committee, and served them both with aplomb, 
and often with a trace of quiet amusement. 
 

Born in Aberdeen , David was one of three children of 
Eric and Mavoreen Watt. Eric is well-remembered in 
the north-east as a field hockey player of national 
renown; he represented Scotland fifty-two times, and 
was twice selected for the UK side. But for business 
commitments in the fishing industry, he would have 
played for Britain in the Tokyo Olympics of 1964.  
 

After attending Robert Gordon's College up to the age 
of fourteen, David studied at Buckie High School when 
the family moved to Cullen. He went on to read 
Economics at Aberdeen University and graduated with 
Honours. After working briefly with the multi-national 
corporation Johnson and Johnson, he joined Scottish 
and Newcastle UK in 1996 where he enjoyed his role as 
a project manager. In 2009 he set up his own IT 
consultancy business, working mainly in Edinburgh and 
London, most notably for Glaxo and Edinburgh Airport 
where he was part of the gifted team which established 
the airport's new computing system.  
 

Emulating his father, David was a keen sportsman, 
especially as golfer and cricketer. He was a long-term 

member of the Bruntsfield Links Golfing Society. 
Further afield, he designed and constructed a nine-hole 
golf course in the extensive gardens of friends in 
Bergerac in southern France. Despite his latter illness, 
David played golf as late as spring 2019. His father 
descried his swing as ‘perfectly beautiful’. David 
also worked as a voluntary independent sampling 
officer for the UK Sports Council's Ethics and Anti-
Doping programme for thirteen years, and was 
a National Co-ordinator from 1998-2001.  
 

On a personal level, quoting from the eulogy delivered 
by his adored partner and fellow DCA stalwart, Maidie 
Cahill: ‘David loved Drummond Place. He enjoyed 
strolling in the garden, and sitting on the step of Number 
21. David project-managed all the work at 21 (after it 
was bought 3 years ago). He was excited to find original 
fireplaces, flagstone floors, and marble fire-surrounds. 
He also served as a techie help man for many senior 
residents [not least this writer!].  
 

David loved pubs, but they meant so much more to him: 
the easy camaraderie, the rambling conversations about 
nothing in particular. Above all, the bonds of friendship 
forged over years were very precious to him. His star 
turn as barman at our annual garden party will be sorely 
missed.’ David is enshrined with a framed photograph 
in ‘Pickles’ bar in Broughton Street , with the fine 
headline: ‘A sound bloke and local hero’. 
 

Sadly, David now joins his much-cherished departed 
friend, Jim Adams of Number 3 Drummond Place, 
whose obituary he wrote in last year's Newsletter. Both 
were sterling men of the North-East with strong 
opinions, multiple gifts, and a ‘hail-fellow-well-met’ 
outlook which charmed all those of us who were lucky 
enough to know them and to count them as the worthiest 
of friends. 
 

Maidie ends her wonderful eulogy with lines from W.H. 
Auden: ‘(David) was my north, my south, my east and 
west.’ To which David might add with that disarming 
smile... ‘but, above all, my north-east!’ 
John Ross Maclean 
 

--- 
 

One of David Watts’ fine visions for the further 
beautification of Drummond Place was the removal and 
alternative repositioning of the street poles for parking 
information signs. Maidie Cahill will now be taking this 
forward with the council. 
 

--- 
 

JANICE DICKSON 
 

Some readers will already be aware that Janice 
Dickson, of 9 Drummond Place, and Ian Dickson 
travel, very sadly passed away in December. We 
will publish a full tribute to her in next year’s 
newsletter.
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LIVING IN A WORLD HERITAGE SITE 
EDINBURGH WORLD HERITAGE 

Edinburgh World Heritage (EWH) works to promote, conserve and enhance the city’s World Heritage site. It is dependent upon the generosity of donors 
and funders to deliver their projects, from the repair of historic buildings and monuments to delivering learning programmes for visitors and schools, and 
improving the streetscape. 

 
It is possible to become a Member of EWHT for a fee of £30 p.a. (discounts available).  Friends are kept up to date with the work of EWH and are invited 
to occasional events.   Find out more by contacting EWH on 0131 220 7720 or email info@ewht.org.uk   
 

   
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 

Subscriptions will be collected at the AGM  
(£10/household) or can be paid at 21 Drummond 
Place for those who can’t make it. Your support is 
invaluable for the work we do on behalf of our 
community, and of our precious oasis in the New 
Town’s eastern quarter.  

MERCHANDISE 
 

The DCA has a selection of notecards, with various 
images of Drummond Place (including some of 
those within these pages), along with Lettice Milne 
Rae's 'The Story of Drummond Place'. These items 
will be on sale at the AGM, or via our website. 

DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION WEBSITE 
 

Please take the time to visit our website: 
www.drummondplace.org – where you can find out 
about the history of Drummond Place, purchase 
beautiful photographs and cards and be kept up-to-
date with the bulletin board. 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 

To save printing costs and to reduce the amount of 
paper posted through your letterbox, it would be 
helpful if you could send your e-mail address to 
drummondcivic@gmail.com so that we can alert you 
to developments throughout the year. 

 
THE DRUMMOND CIVIC ASSOCIATION (DCA) 

DCA has several meetings each year and serves the interests of Drummond Place and immediate environs. 
Major subjects include planning, traffic, environmental issues and the World Heritage Trust. 
 

Local residents are most welcome to join the DCA and report concerns or voice opinions which the 
Committee will make plain to the powers-that-be. We also celebrate at an annual midsummer garden party 
and hold social events to which all members and friends are warmly invited. 
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